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Composition	Task	

Year	7	Music	

Assessment	Task	1	2023	
TOPIC:	African	Drumming		 Total	Marks:	

Grade	A	–	E		

SUBMISSION	REQUIREMENTS:	

Term	1	Week	6	

Submit	 your	 booklet	 in	 class	 during	 the	 specific	 periods	 below	 or	 upload	 onto	
CANVAS	 by	 Friday	 3rd	 of	 March	 at	 11:59pm.	 All	 performances	 will	 be	 at	 the	
allocated	times	below:	

7G-	Wednesday		1st	March	-	Period	2	

7B-	Wednesday	1st	March	-	Period	1	

7W-	Tuesday	28th	February	-	Period	2	

7M-	Friday	3rd	March	-	Period	5	

7N-	Friday	3rd	March	-	Period	3	

7C-	Tuesday	28th	February	-	Period	3	

7Y-	Tuesday	28th	February	-	Period	4	

Weighting:													
N/A	

OUTCOMES	TO	BE	ASSESSED:	

4.4	Demonstrates	an	understanding	of	musical	concepts	through	exploring,	experimenting,	
improvising,	organising,	arranging,	and	composing.	

4.5	Notates	compositions	using	traditional	and/or	non-traditional	notation	

4.6	Experiments	with	different	forms	of	technology*	in	the	composition	process	

DIRECTIONAL	VERBS:	
Demonstrates:	to	prove	or	make	clear	
Notates:	writes	music	using	traditional	notation	
Experiments:	explores	a	variety	of	rhythmic	ideas	on	traditional	instruments	
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TASK	DESCRIPTION:	

● In	groups	of	3	or	4,	you	will	create	an	African	drumming	piece.	
● The	song	needs	to	feature	the	following	sections:	

o Call	
o Response	
o Unison	Section	

● Notate	your	composition	using	traditional	system	of	notating	music.	
● You	will	perform	your	composition	in	front	of	the	class	to	record	the	music.	
	
Students	will	complete	the	booklet	(Stages	1,	2,	3,	and	Final	Stage)	attached	to	this	assessment	
task.	Students	can	either	submit	their	booklet	in	class	or	upload	photo	evidence	to	CANVAS	by	the	
due	date.	

You	must	ensure	that	the	performance	matches	your	submitted	notation.	
	
Extension:	Students	should	consider	adding	dynamics	to	their	structure	for	the	piece.	

ASSESSMENT	CRITERIA:	

Students	will	be	assessed	on	their	ability	to:	

● Demonstrate	an	understanding	of	the	concepts	of	music	on	the	African	Drums	
● Use	the	provided	rhythms	to	create	the	call	and	response	
● Incorporate	a	variety	of	rhythms	to	create	the	unison	section		
● Notate	the	composition	

*	Technology	refers	to	any	instruments	used	during	the	composition	process.	
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ASSESSMENT	MARKING	CRITERIA	

Composition	Outcomes	4.4,	4.5,	4.6	 Grade	

● Demonstrated	an	outstanding	knowledge	and	use	of	the	concepts	of	
music	on	the	African	Drums.	

● The	group	expertly	used	all	rhythms	offered	correctly	to	create	the	call	
and	response.	

● The	group	used	a	variety	of	rhythmic	ideas	in	the	unison	section	in	a	
sophisticated	manner.	

● Accurately	notates	all	rhythmic	patterns.	

A	

	

● Demonstrated	a	strong	knowledge	and	use	of	the	concepts	of	music	on	
the	African	Drums.	

● The	group	incorporated	most	of	the	rhythms	offered	to	create	the	call	
and	response.	

● The	group	used	a	variety	of	rhythmic	ideas	in	the	unison	section.	

● Most	rhythmic	patterns	notated	correctly.	

B	

● Demonstrated	a	competent	knowledge	and	use	of	the	concepts	of	music	
on	the	African	Drums	

● The	group	used	some	of	the	rhythms	offered	to	create	the	call	and	
response.	

● The	group	made	an	attempt	to	explore	rhythmic	ideas	in	the	unison	
section,	although	were	simplistic	and/or	repetitive	

● Inconsistencies	in	notating	rhythmic	patterns.	

C	

● Demonstrated	a	basic	knowledge	and	use	of	the	concepts	of	music	on	the	
African	Drums.	

● The	group	used	little	of	the	rhythms	offered	to	create	the	call	and	
response.	

● The	group	used	basic	rhythmic	ideas	in	the	unison	section.	

● May	have	frequent	errors	in	notating	rhythmic	patterns.	

D	

	

● Demonstrated	a	limited	knowledge	and	use	of	the	concepts	of	music	on	
the	African	Drums.	

● The	group	used	very	little	or	none	of	the	rhythms	offered	to	create	the	
call	and	response.	

● The	group	used	limited	rhythmic	ideas	in	the	unison	section.	
● Little	or	no	notation	of	rhythmic	patterns.	

E	

	

Comments:	
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What	is	this	called?	………………………….………………………….………………………….	

Identify	who	is	the	person	presenting	this	Call?	…….………………………	

Write	down	the	“fruit	names”	of	your	Call	underneath	the	notation.	
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What	is	this	called?	………………………….………………………….………………………….	

Identify	who	are	the	members	of	your	group	performing	the	response?	
………………………….………………………….………………………….	

Write	down	the	fruit	words	underneath.	
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What	is	this	called?	………………………….………………………….………………………….	

Write	down	the	fruit	words	underneath	the	music.	
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